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Campaign  
Chairs

If you have ever been a camper, hunter or tailgater, then some of the following 
designs will look familiar to you. Many of the remarkable folding chairs we use 
today have their origins during the 19th century (or earlier). The only changes 

have been to the materials: lightweight alloys and synthetic fibers have replaced 
brass, canvas and wood. 

This short booklet focuses mostly on the Roorkee chair and its many children, 
though there are also images of other typical chairs, including a fair number from 
the Army & Navy Co-operative Society Catalog.

The following pages contain only a fraction of the images I collected during 
my active research for “Campaign Furniture.” Most of these images are widely 
available through other sources. Some were sent to me via e-mail Other images 
were taken by myself personally.

I don’t claim any copyright to this document or these images. Feel free to share 
and use them to become a better designer, or to hone your eye when it comes to 
campaign-style chairs.

Christopher Schwarz
January 2014
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